
Hello Everyone, 

 

In December in the MPCA SSTS Compliance and Enforce-

ment Staff visited our Department and conducted a re-

view of our SSTS Program, including staff licensing, inspec-

tion processes, and permitting procedures. 

 

Overall they were pleased with our program and respons-

es to their questions during the meeting.   

 

As a part of the audit, MPCA requested a set of randomly selected SSTS permit re-

lated records of approvals, inspections and documentation from initial application to 

Certificate of Compliance.  These records were compiled and submitted for re-

view.  Subsequently, we received a request for additional information and we re-

sponded with the available information. 

From this audit we received some recommendations for program improvements 

related to permit application and as-builts. Please see the next page for additional 

information on new requirements. 
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Special points of 
interest: 
 MPCA Audit 

 Permit Application and 

As-Built Requirements 

 Elevations Required 

 NOWRA/MOWA Mega 
conference coming to 

Minneapolis in Oct. 2018 

Septic Tank Installation 

Welcome New SSTS Staff  to Washington County 
Nate Arthur: 

Nate has been 

with Washington 

County for 28 

years. He works in 

the areas of Haz-

ardous waste, Sep-

tic and Public Health Nuisances. 

 

Cottage Grove Service Center 

P: 651-430-4041 

Nate.arthur@co.washington.mn.us 

Joe Sanders: 

Joe started with 

Washington 

County in January 

of 2018. He 

works in the areas 

of Septic and Solid 

waste. 

 

Stillwater Service Center 

P: 651-430-6679 

Joe.sanders@co.washington.mn.us 

Tyler Dale: 

Tyler started with 

Washington Coun-

ty in October of 

2017. He works in 

the areas of Haz-

ardous Waste, Sol-

id Waste and Septic.  
 

Stillwater Service Center 

P: 651-430-6741 

Tyler.dale@co.washington.mn.us 



Mound Rock Bed 

A Certificate of Compliance will be issued once 

the Department receives an as-built that in-

cludes: 

 Locations of final in-place system components 

 Elevations of all system components, including sep-

tic tanks, pump tanks, and soil treatment area(s) 

 Location of lot lines, setbacks, structures, bodies of 

water, well, and driveways/roads, and drainage paths 

 Pump information (manufacturer/model) 

 Signature of installer on the as-built 

Design changes 

If any changes are required on the system design, the 

County will no longer make the changes “on the fly” on 

the permit.  The design will be returned to the designer 

to make the necessary changes.  Changes include, but 

are not limited to, depth of the system, tank sizes, efflu-

ent filters, etc.  

Permit applications must include the following: 

1. Date site evaluation completed by the designer 

Landscape geomorphic position description 

Preliminary soils information (USDA) 

2.    A site plan that includes the following: 

 Property line locations 

 All required setbacks 

 Access route for the maintainer 

 Elevations of system components and benchmark 

 Easements or statement that none exist 

3.    A complete set of the most current set of design 

forms provided by the University of Minnesota 

4.    Soil observation logs 

5.    Percolation test results and 

6.    A management plan 

 

2018 Permit Application and As-Built Requirements 

Siting rod Beginning in 2018, the following will be required on all system designs: 

 Benchmark elevation (est. onsite) 

 Elevation of restriction 

 Elevation of system bottom 

 Depth in inches to restriction will still be necessary on the design summary, but a benchmark elevation, a rela-

tive elevation of restriction, and the system bottom elevation must be noted on the design summary page. 

The following can be used as acceptable benchmarks 

 Top of the wellhead if the well has been installed; 

 Top of a tank lid – benchmark would have to be established after installation of the tank; 

 A county monument; or, any object that is unlikely to move and is acceptable to the County. 

Final system elevation will be verified and recorded during the installation inspection and on the as-built submitted 

by the installer after installation. 

Elevations Required 



Financial assistance (grants and loans)  https://www.co.washington.mn.us/2148/Financial-Assistance 

 Grants for low-income households 

 Low interest loans 

 Both can be used to fix systems ordered to be replaced by the County 

Our online permitting portal  https://washingtonseptic.onegov.rtvision.com/ 

 Permit applications 

 Compliance inspections 

 Operating permits 

 Maintenance reports 

County Ordinance 

 https://www.co.washington.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/90 

USDA Web Soil Survey  https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 

 Resource for finding soil types on a lot  

Can be used to complete the preliminary report with a permit application 

MPCA Contractor’s license look-up  https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/ssts/business-search 

 New features added this year, including  

 ability to look up contractors who are no longer licensed 

 CEU information, including classes taken, CEU’s awarded, etc. 

Resources for Contractors 

Hot Topics in the SSTS Industry 

County SSTS Staff Verifying 
Soils before permit issu-

Pumping septic tank at the time of a compliance inspection. 

 
 The MPCA is currently considering a rule change that would require the septic tank to be pumped during a 

compliance inspection to better facilitate an inspector’s ability to certify the tank as being watertight. 

 A maintainer has the option to certify a tank as watertight while performing routine maintenance.  This could 

be used in lieu of the tank being pumped during a compliance inspection. 

NOWRA/MOWA Mega conference comes to Minneapolis! 

Septic Tank being properly 
maintained through the 
manhole cover 

https://www.co.washington.mn.us/2148/Financial-Assistance
https://washingtonseptic.onegov.rtvision.com/
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/ssts/business-search
http://www.nowra.org/content.asp?pl=28&sl=370&contentid=370

