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To the Scandia City Council
From Sally Leider, Scandia citizen 

Currently in our river valley and watershed, a broad community project is underway that 
asks our neighbors if becoming a National Heritage Area would be a good fit for our 
area.  Having an opportunity to meet with those who are engaged in this initiative, I 
have witnessed how citizens of Scandia and other towns nearby have celebrated their 
stories of history, culture and natural resources. Hundreds of citizens in our region have 
met with The Heritage Initiative”  last fall and this spring to identify the landscapes, 
places, traditions and the stories that characterize this unique and treasured region.

We live in a time when preserving heritage rich places is critical and has become a 
priority for many forward thinking communities.  Our city of Scandia has a treasured 
national park in its front yard that is enjoyed and revered by people far and wide.  We 
have rolling hills, farms, lakes, streams, wetlands, restored prairies and woodlands, and 
historical sites that make us a destination for all who seek a refuge from life’s pressures.  

We can not allow Scandia’s natural resource heritage to be trumped by a gravel mining 
operation on one of its most pristine sites adjacent to the federally designated National 
Wild and Scenic St. Croix Riverway! We can’t afford to be guided by short sighted views 
that rob our future... not only for the 2- 10 years of operation, but for decades to come. 
Once lost and degraded, this area can never be restored to what it is today! 

We are a city rich in history and with a vibrant cultural life. In 2012, we celebrate 40 
years of Swedish Heritage at the Gammelgarden, whose mission is “preserving, 
presenting and promoting Swedish Immigrant Heritage”. Visitors to our Gammelgarden 
look deeply into the lives of immigrants who worked hard to preserve this land, their 
heritage and their traditions.

 As our representative Scandia Council, I urge you to preserve our heritage by saying 
NO to a gravel mining operation in this location. You will be saying YES to a stronger, 
more prosperous community for people of all ages. We care about our city’s heritage 
and our reputation.  Quite simply, our future, depends on your very thoughtful decision. 
We will be known as the gravel mine city not the Gammelgarden city if you approve this 
mine. 

We want Scandia to be guided by the conviction that by working together, we can meet 
challenges. We can be a community that retains our vision for preserving rural character 
and cultural richness. We can’t  succumb  to pressures and fears that would result in  
gravel trucks dominating our highways and a gravel mine operating in a place  that now 
welcomes visitors and local citizens to a National Scenic Byway (Hwy 95) and an 
enchanting view over our wild and scenic river into the hills of Wisconsin.



The following additional comments to the Scandia City Council are from Sally Leider, 
Scandia citizen and watershed educator who would like to give voice to our city’s 
youth.

In my work as a watershed education teacher in local schools, I have the privilege of 
working with youth at Scandia Elementary.  Students study the St. Croix Watershed and 
its diverse native species. They learn about water quality and “best practices” for a 
healthy watershed. They read literature about natural places, create art and  write 
poems and stories about the special places they appreciate right in their own backyard. 

In “Ode to My Place”, a fifth grader shares what she loves about the outside landscape 
she explores and revisits daily near her home.  She gives voice to her inner landscape, 
a world where:

“Past the skyscrapers there lies a quiet marsh. 
A creek glides gracefully nearby  and sings a quiet song.
In front of all this magic, I’ll relax and feel my breath.
I hope this place will last forever and is never put to death.”

What message would be given to a Scandia fifth grader if a field trip was offered to see 
what NOT to do with land adjacent to one of the nation’s first eight National Wild and 
Scenic Riverways? Our gift to an incoming kindergardener should NOT be seven years 
of trucks hauling gravel past the school playground all day long. What kind of message 
are we giving to our youth if we sanction this while we teach about honoring, respecting, 
and protecting our land and water legacy. 

I can’t imagine a prouder moment than if I would be able to share with my students that 
their futures were courageously defended not only by caring citizens, but by a City 
Council who wisely declined the wishes of one business whose track record is weak in 
protection of the land, the water, the air, and the quiet our area offers. 

Scandia is dear to all of us... especially to our youth! What rich stories and traditions 
could possibly unfold in the  future if our young people lived with role models who 
honored peoples’ relationship to the special places they love?

 Scandia itself is one of those special places. So please stand up and defend it!
 


