Randy S. Ferrin
23290 Quentin Ave N
Scandia, MN 55073
May 18, 2012

Dear Mayor Simonson and Scandia City Council Members:

| am commenting on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Tiller
Corporation mine at the Zavoral property in Scandia. As you are aware, this site lies adjacent to
very steep slopes that are highly vulnerable to erosion, as stated in the DEIS. The document
makes many references to Tiller’s draft Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and
BMPs to control erosion and sedimentation. In section 4.6.2 (Potential Mitigation Measures),
the document states: “The key component (of mitigation) is that the SWPPP, erosion and
sedimentation control, and BMPs are implemented and maintained.” | can’t emphasize
enough how important this statement is in protecting the three adjacent streams and the St.
Croix National Scenic Riverway. Despite that importance, nowhere in the DEIS, the appendices,
or any document filed on the city’s very fine website can the draft SWPPP be found. How does
the public know that the SWPPP is adequate and complete and covers all contingencies?
Likewise, BMPs (Best Management Practices) are frequently referred to in the document, yet
there are only brief descriptions of some BMP examples such as in Section 3.2.3. The public
does not get to see or read descriptions of the proposed BMPs anywhere in the document.

On page 3-11, the following is stated:

“3.2.3 Scandia Mine Stormwater Management

Surface water is managed during active mining in accordance with the NPDES/SDS SWPPP and
is consistent with local surface water management plans. This plan includes a number of best
management practices (BMPs), which are incorporated into daily Site operations.” (Emphasis
added.) The Tiller sand operation near Grantsburg, Wisconsin recently had an erosion event
that released sediment into the St. Croix River for several days before a citizen spotted the
problem and alerted authorities. Tiller obviously did not inspect its erosion control practices on
a daily basis as is evident from this incident. How can we expect them to do better at the
Zavoral site?

Sincerely,

Randy S. Ferrin
WI Professional Hydrologist, License #8-111



