Anne Hurlburt

From: Caroline Heald [cemmetheald@comcast.net]
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 5:15 PM

To: a.hurlburt@ci.scandia.mn.us

Subject: Proposed Gravel Mine - Zavoral Property

Dear Ms. Hurlburt:

My name is Caroline MaclLaren Heald and I presently reside at 221 Wolfe Street, Alexandria, VA
22314. My extended family owns the property now known as 20453 and 20457 Quinnell Avenue
North in Scandia and has done so for 100 years. That property lies approximately half a mile
south of the Zavoral property.

Throughout those years, we have shared the river with countless fishermen, swimmers,
canoeists, and kayakers -- many are Scandia residents; many more come from throughout the
Twin Cities metropolitan area, and still others, such as myself, travel from throughout the
United States to enjoy the unparalleled beauty of this clean and protected river.

I am a city planner by profession, with a masters degree in that field. Early in my career, I
worked for several years as a planner for the City of Saint Paul.

I find it very peculiar that the city of Scandia would countenance this project for two
reasons:

1. Mining is not permitted on this property under Scandia's current 2030 comprehensive
zoning plan. If city officials do not now regard mining as an appropriate activity on this
location, why grandfather in an outdated application for a project of this magnitude?

2. The noise of the proposed gravel excavation would dramatically impair the enjoyment
of one of our nation's rare designated Wild and Scenic Rivers. The noise of the excavation
and the trucking would not only affect property owners in the vicinity of the Zavoral site,
but also thousands of vacationers, weekenders, and campers who are seeking to enjoy the area.
If they come to the Saint Croix River for peace and quiet and a respite from modern life, and
find that it is as noisy there as in any urban industrial area, they are not likely to return
as often or as eagerly -- if at all. Ultimately, local businesses will suffer from this:
restaurants, gas stations, canoe rental firms, those who rent cabins along the river, and
those who clean them, and repair them.

In my opinion, if the City of Scandia places the profit motives of a single property owner
ahead of the economic well-being of Scandia's entire community, then the elected officials
are doing a disservice to their constituents.

The Saint Croix River is the only designated wild and scenic river in Minnesota, and all
Minnesotans should take enormous pride in being stewards of a national treasure of this
caliber. I recently attended a family reunion in Scandia, and I think it speaks volumes that
the 60-plus descendants of George Edmund Ingersoll still choose to return to Scandia for
fishing, swimming, boating, and birding, when many of us could more easily pursue such
activities in Colorado, Oregon, Massachusetts, and the other places where we have settled.
The draw of the Saint Croix River is that it is so quiet, so clean, and so beautiful, thanks
in part to the farsighted restrictions on boating and development that resulted from the Wild
and Scenic designation.

I acknowledge that the proposed mining might not interfere greatly with the appearance of the
river valley, but the noise of any extractive industry would certainly compromise the
wilderness experience.



The increased truck traffic would also diminish the experience of visiting this unusual area

which is so unspoiled and yet so close to a major metropolitan area. For someone seeking to

experience the area's agricultural and Swedish heritage, the necessity of threading one's way
among a steady stream of gravel trucks would be jarring, at a minimum.

I hope that Scandia's council members will withstand the pressure of one self-interested
business enterprise and defend the public interest instead. Their vote to approve the final
Environmental Impact Statement for distribution, at the council meeting I attended two nights
ago, left me worried.

Sincerely,

Caroline Heald=



