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WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

WASTEWATER SERVICE CHARGE ORDINAKCE

No. -4

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CHARGES FOR THE OPERATION, MAINTENANCE,
AND ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNITY SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS CONSTRUCTED
WITH "201" GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE' CITY/TOWN OF New Scandia .

THE CITY COUNCIL/TOWN BOARD QF THE Town _ or _ New Scandia =,
STATE OF MINNESOTA DOES ORDAIN:

SECTION 1. TITLE

101. Short Title. This Ordinance shall be known, cited and
referred to as the Wastewater Services Charge Ordinance, except as
referred to herein, where it shall be known as, "this Ordinance".

SECTION 2. TINTENT aND PURPOSE
20L. This Qrdinance is adopted for the purposa of:

(1) Betting forth the requirements for accruing revenues .

to enable the Clty/Town of _ New Scandia  to comply
e with State and Federal laws and to provide sufficient
revenunes to financially balance expenditures for the
maintenance of those community sewage treatment systems
within the City/Town ¢f _ New Scandia constructed
with Pederal and State grant funds.

(2) BAssessing those users of the community sewage treatment
systems within the CQity/Town of New Scanddia
which are constructed with Federal and State grant funds,
user charges based on the user's proportionate contribution
to the total wastewater loading from all users.

SECTION 3. RULES AND DEFINITIONS
301. Rules.

301.01. 1In the event of conflicting provisions in the text of
this= Ordinance, and/or other ordinances, the more restrictive provisgions
shall apply. The City Council/Town Board shall determine which ig
more "restrictive",

30L.02. Words used in the present tense shall include the past
and future tense; the singular includes the plural and the pluxal
includes the singular. The word "shall"” is mandatory and the word
"may" is permissive.
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302. D

302.01.
and phrases

{1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

{s)

(c)

(7)

{8}

{9)

(10)

{11)
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efinitions.

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms, words
are hereby defined as follows:

Administrative Costs. Those fixed costs attributed to
administration of the wastewater txreatment works, including
but not limited teo; billing, bookkeeping and accounting
functions.

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BODg). The guantity of axygen
utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter
under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) aays

to 20° €, expressed in milligrams per liter.

City. The community, either incorporated or unincorperated,
which has adopted this ordinance.

Community Sewage Treatment System. A sewage treatment:
system which collects sewage from two or more residences
or other establishments, consisting of: c¢ollector lines,
pumps, sewage tanks, and soil treatment unit. Alse known
as a cluster system.

Commercial User. Any place of business which discharges
sanitary wastes as distinet from industrizl wastewatex.

County. The area within the boundaries of Washington
County. The term "County" when used herein may also

be used to refer to the County Board and its authorized
representatives.

Equivalent Residential Unit [(ERU}. A unit of wastewater
volume of 225 gallons per day and a theoretical strength
of 200 mg/l of BOD and 225 mg/l of total suspended solids.

Extra Strength Waste. Wastewater having a BOD and/or
suspended selids greater than Normal Domestic Strength

Waste as defined in (15) below, and not otherwise clasgified
as an incompatible waste.

Governmental User. Users which are agencies or instru-

mentalities of federal, state, or local government discharging

Normal Domestic Strength Wastewater.

a3/13

Incompatible Waste. MWaste that either singly or by interaction

with other wastes interfers with any waste treatment
process, comnstitutes a hazard t¢ humans or animals, creates
a public nuisance, or creates any hazard in the receiving
waters of the wastewater treatment works.

Individual Sewage Treatment System. I sewage treatment

system connecting to a single dwelling or other establishment,

consisting of: soil treatment unit, sewage tanks, and
associated systems.
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(17)

(18)

(19)

{20)
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Industrial Wastewater. The liguid progessing wastes
from an industrial manufacturing process, trade, or business
including but not limited to all Standard Industrial
Classification Manual Division A, B, D, B and I manufacturers
as distinct from domestic wastewater. '

Institutional User. Users which are social, charitable,
religious, &nd educational organizations and agencies
such as: schools, churches, hospitals, nursing homes,
penal institutions.

Monitoring and Inspection Costs. Expenditures for monitoring
and inspecting wastewater systems which are operated )
and maintained accerding to passive maintenance. M
Normal Domestic Strength Wastewater. Wastewater that
is primarily produced by residential users, with BODg
concentrations of approximately 200 mg/l and suspended
solids concentrations of approximately 225 mg/L.

Operation and Maintenance Costs. Expenditures for activi-
ties required to provide for the dependable and economical
functioning of the treatment works, throughout the usesful
life of the treatment works, and at the level of performance
for which the treatment works were gonstructed. Operation
and Maintenance includes, but is not limited to: moni-
toring and inspectionr of systems, septi¢ tank pumping,

and administration. Operation and maintenance also in-
¢ludes replacement,

Replacement Costs. Expenditures for obtaining and installing
eguipment, accessories or appurtenances which are necessary
during the design or useful life, whichever is longer,

of the wastewater treatment facilities to maintain the
capacity and performance for which such facilities were
designed and constructed.

Residential User- The users of gtructures which are
residential in nature and distinct from industrial, commercial,
or institutionmal users. For the purposes of this Ordinance,
residential waste shall be considered to have tha following:
BODg <200 mg/l., suspended solids 225 mg/l.

Suspended Solids. Solids that are filterable and in
sugpensgion in the liguid; the guantity being determined
by the filterable residue test as described in "Standard
Methods for the Examination of Watexr and Wastewater".

User Charge, also known as Wastewater Service Chaxge.

Charges to users of wastewater treatment facilities for

the costs of cperation and maintenance, replacement,

monitering and inspection, septic tank pumping and administration.
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{21) Uuser Charge System, also known as Wastewater Service
Charge System. A system based on estimated use of wastewater
treatment services where each user (or user class) pays
its proportionate share of operaticon and maintenance
{including replacement) costs of treatment works within
the grantee's service area, based on the user's proporticnate
contribution to the total wastewater loading from all
user's {er user classes). %o insure a proportional distribution
of aperation and maintenance costs to each user [or user
¢lass), the user's contribution shall be based on factors
such as strength, volume, and delivery flow rate characteristics.

{22) Dszers. Those residential, commereial, and industrial
establishments which are connected to the public sewer
collection system.

(23) Wastewater- The spent water of a user, From the standpoint
of source, it may be a combination of the liguid and
water carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings,
and institutions, together with any groundwater, suxface
water, and stormwater that may be present.

{24) Wastewater Service Charge, also kmown ats User Charge.’
Charges to users of wastewater treatment facilities for
the costs of operation and maintenance, replacement,
monitoring and inapection, septic tank pumping and adminlatration.

(25) Wastewater Treatment Facilities. An arrangement of devices
and structures used for freating wastewaters which have
been constructed with State and Federal grants.
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SECTION 4. REGULATIONS

401l. HWastewater Service Charge System.

401.01. The City/Town of New Scandin hereby establisghes
a4 Wastewater Service Charge System wherehby revenue collected £rom
users of the wastewater treatment facilities will be used to offset
all expenditures incurred for administration, annual operation and
maintenance and eguipment replacement.

401.02. Users of the "201" wastewater facilities of the City/Town
of New Scandia ghall be ¢lassified into one of the following
categories:

(1) Permanent User
(2) Seasonal User

401.03. Wastewater charges will be estaBlished based on Eguivalent
Residential Units (ERU). One ERU is defined ag a unit of wastewatey
volume of 225 galleons per day with a thecretical waste strength of
200 mg/1 of BOD and 225 mg/l of total suspended solids. The assigoment
of ERUs will he made by the City/Town. Seasonal units will have a
value of sixty percent {603) of an equivalent year round unit.

(1) Equivalent Residential Units at a velume of 225 gallong
per day Normal Domestic Strength Wastewater will be assigned
by the City/Town according to the following tabkle:

) Sewage Plows
No. of Bedrooms in gal, per day ERUs

1- 225
300
3vs
450
525

600
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Non-residential users shall be assigned BERUs according

to ESTIMATES QF COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND RECREATIONAL
WASTEWATER FLOWS as printed in the On-Site Sewage Treatment
Mannal, which is printed annually by the University of
Minnesota Agricultural Extension Service and the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.

{2) Users may appeal the number of ERUs assigned to a partic-
ular connection by installing and maintaining, at their
own expense, water meters of a type approved by the City.
Such meters shall be eguipped with remote registering
recorders- located at an accessible site on the owners
property. ’

(3) The City may, at its discretion require non-residential
users to install watex meters for the purpose of deter-

5
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mining wastewater volume. The City may require residen=~
tial connections te install water meters as part of a
comprehensive program to install meters throughout the
City's water system. When so required, such meters shall
be of a type approved hy the City and equipped with remate
registering recorders, and located at an accesgible site

.on the owner's property.

In accordance with Federal and State requirements, each

user will be notifjied annually at the beginning of each calendar year
- ef the User Charge Rates attributed to wactewater treatment services.

401.05.

In accordance with Federal and State requirements, the

City/Town Clerk will be responsible for maintaining all records necegsary
to document compliance with the Wastewater Service Charge System adopted.

a7/13
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_SECTION 5. DETERMLEATION OF WASTEWATLER SERVICE CHARGE

501. Recovery of Costs. It is the intent of this Ordinance
that the wastewater service charges shall cover the costs of operating
and maintaining the wastewater systems, and that costs are recovered
from all usexs in a proportlonate manner. The City/Town shall maintain
a propex system of accounts suitable for determining the opexation
and maintenance and equipment replacement costs of the collection
and treatment facilities., These casts shall be reviewed at regular
annual intervals. The City/Town shall determine whether or not sufficient
revenue is being generated for the effective operation and maintenance
and management of the wastewater system, and that user charges are
being distributed proportiocnately to all users. Any ineguities and/or
shortages shall be corrected by adjusting the rates accordingly by .

resolution of the City/Town.

502, pDetermination of User Charge. A&All users shall be charged

vr A 2PQNPAURECRUBIACenént Charge par year 0 ThT ToERoAmness

Annual Fees and Payments. All users of the wastewater
facilities shall be charged annually for sewer sexvice based
mbher of equivalent residential units assigned to each and
whether the unit is seasonal or year round. Payment shall
ed in full within 30 days of the billing date.

Septic Tank Effluent Pumping Surcharge. An additional

be charged to users of the community sewage treatment system
whatever reason, require septic tank pumping more freguently

in two vears. The surcharge for such frequent pumping shall

same rate, either per tank or per gallon, as established
ct for the routine pumping of each septic tank on the community
esatment system. . ' '

Fees for unusual wastes. If a user discharges toxic pollutants
of unusual atrength or character to the treatment facilities
se or increase the operationm and maintenance costs, he/she
ordered either to install pretreatment facilities or pay
xtra costs of treating the wastes. This decision will be
ha City/Town, at the time the user hegins to discharge extra
wastes. )

Toxic or incompatible waste clean-up. Any additional costs
discharges to the treatment works of toxics or other incompatible
neluding the costs of restoring wastewater treatment services,
and restoration of ground and surface water and environs,
¢ disposal, shall be borne by the discharger(s) of said wastes,
ense to the City.

s
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307. Establishment of Special Accounts. The City/Town hereby
establishes a Wastewater Service Fund into which all revenue collected
from users will be deposited for disbursements into the deneral operating
fund and the replacement fund. For the purpese of community and cost
accounting records, this fund is designated as an incoms aceount,’ Revenue -
sufficient to insure adequate replacement shall be held in the replacement
fund separate from the operation and maintenance fund. Separate accounting
shall insure the integrity of these funds and that interest accrnes
proportionately to each Fund.
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SECTION 6. ADMINISTRATION
601. Applicability.

.601.01. This Ordinance shall. apply and be in effect for the
stated purposes within the "201" study areas in the City/Town of
New Scandia_ = =

601.02. Enforcement.

(1) The Town/City Clexk/Administrator shall be responsible Cﬁ”wﬁi}
for administration and enforcement of this Ordinance.

. —y
(2) The Clerk/Administrater or his/her agent shall be qualified {
and certified by the MPCA as competent in the design, ]
evaluation and inspection of individual on-site sewage [ .
treatment systems, and shall carry a currept Individual *fjh$u
Sewage Treatment System QCertificate and a current Class f/f)?; !
D operators certificate.

601.03. Appeals and Variances.
(1) The City Council/Town Board shall hear and decide appeals

and review any order, degision or determination made
by the Clerk/Administrator regarding the enforcement

of this Ordinance. &w&iﬂ
Tinm Bewvdd #
{2} The Board of Adjustment & Appeals shall hear and act e M}..{;..

upon all rate adjustment and variance requests.
.,'LJ peabes
(3) Iny appeal of an administrative decision or determination =

may be filed by any person, department, buxreau, town,

city, ctounty, or state which is aggrieved by a decision.
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SECTION 7. ENFORCEMENT

Vioclations and Penalties.

Any bill not paid four {4) weeks after date of billing

shall be declared delinguent and a past-due notice shall be iszsued

o the billed party. The past-due notice shall contain an additional
charge to cover the coats of the rebilling. bdditional delinguent
notices inaluding their respective charges shall ba sent at elght’

(B} and twelve (12) weeks after the billing dake. Should a blll still
be delinguent after one hundred twenty (120) days, the City/Town may
elect to take the following actions:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Whenever wastewater service charge bills become delinguent,
the amount due shall be certified to the County Auditor
for inclusion with the following year's tax statement.

Lien. Whenever wastewater treatment bills become delinguent,
the same shall become and constitute a lien upon the

real estate to which sewer service is supplied. Statements
rendered for such charge shall be deemed notice to all

parties, whether or not the person charged with the statement

is the owner of the property served. The claim for lien
shall be made in the form of a sworn statement setting
foxths

{(a) a description of the real estate, sufficient for
the identification thereof, upon or for which the
sewage  service was supplied;

{b) +the amount of money due for such sewage service;
and

{c) the date or dates when such amount or amounts became
delingquant.

If all amounts shown due remain unpaid after recording

as provided by state statutes, the City/Town may foreclose
the lier in the =ame manner and. with the same effect

as the foreclosing or mortgages on real estate.

Civil Action. In the alternative of levying a lien,

the City/Town may, at its discretion, file suitg in a

civil action to collect such amounts as are delinguent

and due againat the occupant or user of the real estate

and shall collect, as well, all attorney's fees incurred

by the City/Town in filing the civil action. Such attorney's
fees shall be fixed by order of the court.

10
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70L.02. In addition to all penalties and costs attributable
and chargeable to recording notices of the lien or filing a civil .
action, the owner or user of the real estate being served by the treatment
works shall be liable for interest upen all unpaid balances at the
rate of twelve percent (123} per annum. .

701.03. The city/Town reserves the right to revoke discharge

permits and to disconnegt service to any user whenever wastewater
treatment becomes delinguent. )

11



SECTION 8. EFFECTUATION

801. Separability.

801.01. It is hereby declared to be the intent that the several
provisions of this Ordinance are separable in accordance with the
following:

(1) If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge
any provision of this Ordinance to be invalid, such judgement
shall not affect any other provisions of this Ordinance
not specifically included in said judgement.

(2) If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge
invalid the application of any portion of this Ordinance
to a particular property, building or other structure,
such judgement shall not affect the application of said
provision to any other property, building, or structure
not specifically included in said judgement.

802. Effective Date.

802.01. passed by the?/pecu of Vet £ ovphen on

qﬂfﬁé 2ol 1988. An official' copy of this Ordinance
is on in the office of the City/Town Clerk/Administrator.

Attest:

Approved as to form and legality:

12
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SECTION B- EFFECTUATIOR

B0Ol. Separability.

BOL.0L. It is hereby declared fo be the intent that the several

provisions of this Ordinance are separable in accerdance with the

following:

{1) If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge
any provision of this Ordinance tao be invalid, such judgement
shall not affect any other provisions of thisg Ordinance
not specifically included in said judgement.

(2} 1If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge
invalid the application of any portion of this Ordinance
to a particular property, building or other structure,
such judgement shall not affect the application of said
provision te any other property, building, or structure
not specifically included in said judgement.

802. Effective Date.
802.01. Passed by the of on

, 1988. An official copy of this Ordinance
i= on file in the office of the City/Town Clerk/Administrater.

Attest:

approved as to form and legality:

12
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