
 

 

 MEMORANDUM 

To: City Council   Reference: Tiller Corporation – Final EIS  
 Anne Hurlburt, City Administrator   Scoping  Document for Zavoral Mine 
Copies To: Mike Caron, Tiller Corporation   City of Scandia, Minnesota 
 Kirsten Pauly, Sunde Engineering    
     
From: Sherri Buss, R.L.A.  Proj. No.: 14305.001 
Date: April 16, 2009  Routing:  
 
 
SUBJECT: Tiller Corporation, Inc. – Final Scoping Document for Zavoral Mine and 

Reclamation Project 
 
MEETING DATE: April 21, 2009 
 
LOCATION: Sections 18 and 19, Township 32 North, Range 19 West 
 
APPLICANT: Tiller Corporation 
 P.O. Box 1480 
 Maple Grove, Minnesota 55311 
 
120-DAY PERIOD: N/A 
 
ZONING: Agricultural District 
 
LEGAL REFERENCE: Minnesota Statutes 116 (particularly 116D.04); Minnesota Rules 4410; and 
 City of Scandia Mining Ordinance No. 103 
 
Attached is the draft of the Final Scoping Decision Document for the Zavoral Mine and Reclamation Project, 
and a Resolution approving the Final Scoping Decision Document.  The document incorporates many 
comments from the public meeting held on April 7 to revise the Draft Scoping Decision Document that was 
reviewed at that meeting.  It also incorporates written comments received at and after the meeting.  The draft 
addresses the letter received from Tiller Corporation that identified proposed changes in the scope of the 
project and timing of reclamation activities within the St. Croix Riverway. 
 
Some of the comments received reinforced items that were already included in the draft and therefore did not 
require changes to the Draft Document.  Some of the comments will be better addressed when the City 
reviews the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Annual Operating Permit (AOP) applications for the site.  
These include comments regarding hours of operation for the site, and similar comments related management 
of day-to-day operations. 
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The Alternatives have been revised to reflect the comments in the Tiller Corporation letter of April 7, which 
allowed reduction of the Alternatives to four, and changing the preferred alternative to specify that 
reclamation of the area within the St. Croix Riverway boundaries would be reclaimed/restored within the 
first five years of site operations.   
 
We considered the comments to add another alternative to look at additional sites for mine operations.  Such 
alternatives are not considered for EIS’s that focus on a proposed mining operation, proposed commercial or 
residential development, or other proposed projects that analyze the potential impacts of activities on a 
specific site.   It is understood that the City’s Comprehensive Plan and zoning allow mining on other sites in 
Scandia; the purpose of this EIS is to evaluate the Tiller application to conduct mining and reclamation on 
this site, and to evaluate the potential impacts of proposed activities at that location.   
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Based on Minnesota Rules 4400.2100, the next steps in this process include the following: 
 

• Within 15 days of the public scoping meeting (held April 7), the City shall issue its final decision 
regarding the scope of the EIS—by April 22.  The decision must be made at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the body following the scoping meeting, but not more than 45 days after the 
positive declaration is published in the EQB Monitor.  The proposed Final Scoping Decision 
Document is attached. 
 

• Based on the Final Scoping Document, the City will develop a Request for Proposals (RFP) to 
identify a consultant team to complete the EIS. 

 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
Staff request that the Council review the proposed Final Scoping Decision Document, provide any additional 
comments, and consider the attached Resolution to approve the Final Scoping Decision Document. 
.  


